Comparative effects of early weaning or once-daily suckling on occurrence of postpartum estrus in primiparous beef cows.
We concurrently evaluated early weaning and once-daily suckling as options for shortening postpartum interval to estrus in primiparous cows calving in good body condition. Over 2 consecutive years, a total of 77 primiparous cows were assigned to 1 of 3 treatments: control (ad libitum suckling); once-daily suckling (for 30 d prior to start of breeding); or early weaning (calves weaned 30 d prior to start of breeding). All cows had a body condition score (BCS) of > or = 5 at parturition and were maintained in good condition throughout the breeding season. Cows were observed for estrus twice daily and blood samples for subsequent measurement of progesterone were collected at 48-h intervals. For data analysis, cows were divided into early- (> or = 85 d post partum) and late-calving (< 85 d post partum) groups at the onset of the breeding season. All calves were weighed at birth, at the onset of treatment, at weekly intervals until the start of the breeding season, and within 45 d of 205 d of age. Early weaning or once-daily suckling shortened the postpartum interval to first estrus of late-calving primiparous cows by 17 (P < 0.01) and 12 d (P < 0.08), respectively, compared with control group cows. However, among early-calving cows, neither early weaning nor once-daily suckling influenced the postpartum interval. Postpartum intervals of once-daily suckled cows and early-weaned cows were similar (P > 0.10).